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Newsletter No. 1 - 6th February, 2020
Welcome Back to Term 1 – 2020

We welcome everyone back to school for 2020. We
would especially like to welcome any new students
FEBRUARY
Fri
7
Inter-house Swimming Carnival
and families joining us for the year. It is fabulous to
Mon
17
NCD Swimming - St Arnaud
say that we will have had new students enrol over the
Tue
18
Fit 2 Drive - Yr 11
holiday break. As was flagged last year, this will be
Fri
21
All School Swimming carnival
a school review year which means lots of reflection
@ Swan Hill 5:30pm
Wed 26
School Photos
and planning. Many hours have been spent cleaning
the school so that we are organised for the start
MARCH
of the year and I sincerely thank all staff who have
Tu-Fri 3-6
Yr 7/8 Camp - Queenscliff
Thur 5
NCD Triathlon - Boort
spent many hours over the holidays sorting through
Wed
11
Shrek -The Musical (Yr 1-7)
years of accumulated items. This includes student’s
Fri
13
First Aid in School (P-Yr 6)
items left behind at the end of the year. I simply
Wed
18
School Council Meeting 6:30pm
cannot say this enough – PLEASE LABEL ABSOLUTELY
Thur
19
LMR Swimming Carnival - Swan Hill
EVERYTHING YOU SEND TO SCHOOL WITH YOUR
CHILD. At the end of the year we had many unlabelled and unclaimed school clothing items, lunch boxes,
drinker bottles, etc. We constantly show children items that end up in the lost items container and yet
no one comes forward to collect them. Making sure everything is labelled will save you stress and will
repay you ten times over during the year. This year we are looking forward to Suzanna Fawcett joining
our team. Suzanna is well known to our community and will undertake a number of new roles throughout
2020 including Year 9 /10 Coordinator. More is achieved in small communities through being proactive
and collaborative. If there is anything concerning you, please make an appointment to come and see us.
We need to know what is going on and cannot fix concerning issues if we do not know what is going on.
However, MAKING AN APPOINTMENT is NECESSARY. Our priority is always our classroom and dropping
in without making an appointment disrupts what has been planned for that lesson. All children deserve
to be happy and we endeavour to do our best to make sure that this happens. Just a quick reminder also
that there will be a new Mobile Phone Policy in place for 2020. If students bring their phone to school (it
is recommended that most leave them at home) they will be collected during Form Assembly and will be
available for students to take home at the end of the day. We are not expecting this to be an issue as they
have rarely been an issue in the past. The school is in a good position moving forward into 2020 and no
doubt it will be another busy year. (Principal’s Message continued page 2)

DIARY DATES

WYCHEPROOF P-12 COLLEGE

HOUSE SWIMMING SPORTS

Sausages - $2
Hamburgers - $3
Drink - $2

W

YRS 3-12
TOMORROW
FRIDAY 7TH FEBRUARY
9:30 AM
BBQ LUNCH AVAILABLE
ALL WELCOME
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SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS - 2020.

Every year at this time, School Council membership comes up for nomination (and if necessary) election/re-election
and this year we are seeking only one parent member to join our School Council after our first meeting on the 5th
February. We would sincerely like to thank Brett Thompson for his support, advice and direction over the past year
(as our School Council President), and hope that he sincerely will consider re-nominating for Council and being our
School Council President for 2020. Only one DET position is needed to be filled/or re-nomination - Claire Ison (her
two year term has finished). There are two student memberships open to any secondary students who would like
to join. If there are more nominations than positions there will be a requirement to have an election. Council is an
important body of the school organisation and is responsible for the operations of the school.
Nominations for these positions CLOSE on: Thursday, February 27th at 4 pm.

			 EVENT							

2020 DATE

a)

Notice of election and call for nominations

Thursday 13th Feb

b)

Closing date for nomination

c)

Date by which the list of candidates and nominations will be posted

d)

Date by which ballot papers will be prepared and distributed
(if needed – that is more nominations received than positions vacant)

e)

Close of ballot

f)

Vote count (will only occur if needed)

g)

Declaration of ballot (will only occur if needed)

h)

Special council meeting to co-opt Community Member (the principal will preside)

Wedenesday 18th March

i)

First council meeting to elect office bearers (the principal will preside)

Wedenesday 18th March

4pm Thursday 27th February
Friday 28th February
On or before Thursday 5th March
Thursday 12th March
Friday 13th March
Monday 16th March

School Council Elections – Information for Parents

WHAT IS A SCHOOL COUNCIL AND WHAT DOES IT DO? All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally formed
bodies that are given powers to set the key directions of a school within centrally provided guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able to directly
influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students.
WHO IS ON THE SCHOOL COUNCIL? There are three possible categories of membership:
•
A mandated elected Parent category. More than one third of the total members must be from this category. Department of Education and
Early Childhood Development (DET) employees can be Parent members at their child’s school as long as they are not employed at the school.
•
A mandated elected DET employee category. Members of this category may make up no more than one third of the total membership of
school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of these members.
•
An optional Community member category. Its members are appointed by a decision of the council because of their special skills, interests or
experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be Community members.
THE TERM OF OFFICE FOR ALL MEMBERS IS TWO YEARS. Half the members must retire each year, creating vacancies for the annual school
council elections.
WHY IS PARENT MEMBERSHIP SO IMPORTANT? Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help
shape the direction of the school. Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying in itself and may also find
that their children feel a greater sense of belonging.
HOW CAN YOU BECOME INVOLVED? The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, ballots are
only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant.
In view of this, you might seriously consider
•
standing for election as a member of the school council
•
encouraging another person to stand for election.
DO I NEED SPECIAL EXPERIENCE TO BE ON SCHOOL COUNCIL? No. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the desire to
work in partnership with others to help shape the school’s future.
WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO TO STAND FOR ELECTION? The principal will issue a notice and call for nominations following the commencement
of Term 1 each year. All school council elections must be completed by the end of March. If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for
someone to nominate you as a candidate or you can nominate yourself in the Parent category. DET employees whose child is enrolled in a school
in which they are not employed are eligible to nominate as parents for the school council where their child is enrolled. Once the nomination form is
completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the notice of election. You will receive a Nomination Form Receipt in the mail following the
receipt of your completed nomination. If there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted during
the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed.
REMEMBER
•
Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do
•
Consider standing for election to council this year
•
Be sure to vote in the elections (if there is one that occurs at our school – that is, if the number of nominations outnumbers the 		
number of vacancies).
Contact the principal for further information.

W

Christine McKersie - Principal
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2020 Student Leadership Team

SCHOOL
CAPTAINS
Angus Connolly
& Andrew Mens

SRC PRESIDENT
Amelia Ison

CALDER HOUSE
CAPTAINS
Jack Arnel
& Charli Stapleton
BROADWAY
HOUSE CAPTAINS
Holly Fawcett &
Angus Connolly

YR 9/10 CLASS CAPTAINS
Kate Thompson & Ella Sheahan

MUSIC CAPTAINS
Joe Coles, Hayley Matheson & James Ison
YR 7/8 CLASS
CAPTAINS
Demi Matheson &
Sharna Bartram

YR 5/6 CLASS
CAPTAINS
Libby Thompson &
Lachlan Buchanan

YR 3/4 CLASS
CAPTAINS
Gaivin Sandhu &
Priya Coatsworth

W
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P/1/2 CLASS
CAPTAINS
Tyler Buchanan &
Chevy Bartlett

Your Best”

2020
New Students

Kayley McLeod - Prep

Harrison family.
Ryder - Prep & Jacob -Yr 7
Charlotte Greco - Prep

Leeah Crawford - Prep
Buchanan Family with Emily - Prep

Harlon Bartlett - Yr 4
Chevy Bartlett - Yr 2

W

Jacob Harrison -Yr 7, Isabelle Mulquiny -Yr 8, Lily & Gracie Humphreys -Yr 7
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JJ Bartlett - Yr 11

Your Best”

2020

School Term Dates
Term 1

(Staff) 28th Jan - 27th March
		
(Students) 30th Jan - 27th March

Term 2

14th April - 26th June

Term 3

13th July - 18th September

Term 4

5th October - 18th December

-

$20 Entry
$5 Bus

-

Simone Christie
0429922735

Following an extensive
selection process,
Ella Sheahan has been
successful in gaining a
position in the ‘Northern
Netball Talent Academy’ 2020’.

Mrs Brown is asking for donations...
* magazines / old calendars
* small boxes (eg. muesli bar/shapes/cereal)
Items will be used in art classes and can be left at the
school office. Thankyou in anticipation.

The top 25-35 athletes in
each region are selected
each year into the program
which is the primary pathway
for Victorian athletes to be
considered for State 17&
Under representation.

Wednesday
26th
February

WELL DONE ELLA!!!

2020 Lions Youth of the Year
7pm
Wednesday, 26th February, 2020
Lions Club Rooms
ALL WELCOME
Saturday 8th February
The Rex Theatre

I

I 8pm.

The Rex Theatre is proud to announce the appearance by internationally renowned pianist

Charlton

TICKETS $50

W

A unique opportunity for regional audiences to hear the stunning musicianship of this talented artist.
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Secondary School Vaccinations in 2020
The Secondary School Vaccine Program offers free vaccines to Year 7 and 10 students.
These vaccines provide protection against:
* Diphtheria, Tetanus and Pertussis (whooping cough) - one dose for Year 7 students
* Human Papillomavirus (HPV) - two doses for Year 7 students
* Meningococcal A,C,W,Y - one dose for Year 10 students
Parents/guardians of Year 7 and 10 students should look out for the vaccine consent card booklet coming home from
school with your child. You need to read the information, complete and return the card regardless of whether your child
is being vaccinated at school.
The Buloke Shire Council immunisation service may contact you about the Secondary School Vaccine Program.
Schools are authorised to provide basic parent/guardian contact details to local councils for this purpose. Contact the
school by 17th February 2020 if you do not want your contact details given to the Buloke Shire Council immunisation
service.
To learn more about the Secondary School Vaccine Program, the vaccines, the diseases they protect against, or how
you can prepare your child for vaccination, go to betterhealth.vic.gov.au
Additionally, the Commonwealth government is funding vaccinations for all children under 20 years of age who missed
any scheduled vaccines, including a catch up program for Meningococcal A, C, W, Y vaccine for adolescents aged
15-19 years of age who have not already received the vaccine in school. If students have missed vaccines, either in
childhood or adolescence, and require catch-up vaccines, they should speak with their immunisation provider. (ie. local
council or GP).

Student Absence

The school needs to be notified of a student
absence by 10am. A phone call to the school,
note in the student diary or an entry on our
Skoolbag App noting the reason for their
absence, are all acceptable notifications. This
is to satisfy the legal requirements of the
Department of Education and training.

Uniforms

The school uniform is compulsory for all
students.
SHOES:Students are to wear black enclosed
school shoes or black runners.
SPORTS UNIFORM:
P-4 students are permitted to wear the
school sports top to school on the designated
PE days.
Yrs 5-12 students are expected to change
into their sports uniform for their PE lesson
only.
HATS: During Term 1 & 4, children are
required to wear a blue, broad brimmed
school hat whenever outdoors.

W

** Please ensure clothing items are clearly named to
help with returning ‘Lost Property’ to its rightful owner.

Arriving Late/Leaving Early

If you arrive late to school or plan on leaving
early please have a signed note in your diary.
This note must be shown to your form teacher
and you must sign in or out using the ‘Sign In &
Out’ book located in the office.

Please DO NOT drive
through the staff car park
for student 'drop off' and
'pick-up'. This is a safety
issue and not for your inconvenience. We
ask you to please consider the safety of our
students and use the designated carpark at the
back of the stadium.
If you would like to
speak to any of the
teaching staff or
the Principal during
classtime throughout
the term you are
reminded to please
make an appointment through the office.
(Ph. 54937409) This is a process that is in place
across all schools in the State of Victoria.
Being a small school means that all staff wear
multiple hats and often important preparation is
taking place to ensure lessons are supported by the
best resources.
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Skoolbag App.

The Skoolbag App is used for communication between the school and parents/carers.
All parents/carers are advised to download this FREE App onto their mobile device.  
Simply search for our school WYCHEPROOF P-12 COLLEGE in either the App Store
or the Google Play Store and click on the link to download.
At Wycheproof P-12, College we have access

LIBRARY

to an excellent library. Students are encouraged
to read and borrow books from the library on
a regular basis. Library books can also be
borrowed by family members.

Notifications and information available from the App
include,
* Activities and dates for the school calendar
* Reminders
* Cancellations of activities/events
* Up to date times for students returning from       
  excursions.
* Parents/Carers can advise of student absence

WYCHEPROOF P-12 COLLEGE NEWSLETTER
The school newsletter is available fortnightly on Thursday.
via internet (visit www.wychep12.vic.edu.au), through the
Skoolbag App, or hard copy from the newsagency.

Next Edition Newsletter available

Thursday, 20th February
2020

TENNIS
Hot Shots with Rhonda starts
4.30pm Monday 10th February
at Wycheproof Tennis courts
Further enquiries
Georgina Morrison
0407 248 335

2020 YEAR LEVEL COORDINATORS
P/1/2
Yr 3/4
Yr 5/6
Yr 7/8

Mrs. Nikki Coatsworth
Mrs. Amy Botheras
Mrs. Kylie Brown
Miss Siobhan McLennan

Yr 9/10
Yr 11/12

Miss suzanna fawcett
Mrs. Claire Ison

CUSTOM MOUTHGUARDS - Protect your teeth this footy/hockey season with a
custom mouthguard fitted by a dentist with 30 years experience.
When: 4pm, Thursday, 20th February
Where: Birchip Leisure Centre
Dentist: Peter Newton Denture Clinic
Rebates through eligible health funds available.
Bookings essential. Please contact Ms Stephanie Coffey on 0407867767.

SCHOOL COUNCIL

All parents and staff are eligible for election to School
Council which meets regularly and is responsible for many
of the important decisions which must be made in the
running of the school. If you are interested in nomination
for election to School Council, there will be details
and nomination forms inserted into next week’s school
newsletter. School Council elections will be held in March.

Diaries
COMPUTERS
Every child receives a diary which
in Years Prep - 4 have access to class sets of
needs to be brought to school every Students
Netbooks while at school.
day. For primary students it needs
to be read and signed regularly by Each student from Year 5-8 is issued with a Netbook and
in Year 9-12 a laptop for use at school. These
parents and teachers. It is a good students
computers are owned by the school.  A Netbook Levy must
means of communication between
be paid before a student may take
their device home.
home and school. If your child’s
normal ‘going home’ arrangements Computer User Agreements need
to be returned to the school ASAP.  
change, please write this in the
Students will not be issued with their
diary so that their teacher can
computers until these forms have
remind them at the end of the day. been returned to the school.
W ycheproof P-12 College ~ “Be Your Best”

- 2019 Year 9

Surf Camp

Above (L-R): H Matheson, J Coles,
C Polzin, J Ison, G Forrester,
E Sheahan, T Bartram.

The last week of term 4
was one of the highlights on
the 2019 Year 9 calendar.
Torquay bound, seven
excited students, Mr Duffy
& Di Sheahan grabbed their
bathers and towels, jumped
in the bus and headed
off on the end of year
adventure. They enjoyed
some mountain bike riding,
stand-up paddle boarding as
well as surf lessons.

W
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Just a reminder that we have
a number of students in our
school who have allergic
reactions to foods (mostly
nuts, eggs).
We do not ban nuts (according
to our policy) but we do
ask students to be aware of
triggers for allergic reactions
in other children and how to
respond to an anaphylaxis
reaction. It is also important
that students do not share
food.

Year 7/8 Home Economics
<< Demi Matheson
& Lily Humphreys

<< Jamie Harding

W

Matilda Bish >>
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ANNUAL PRIVACY
REMINDER
Yr 5/6		
Yr 3-12		
Ag studies
Yr 7/8		
Yr 7/8		
Yr 7/8		
P/1/2
Yr 7&10
New + Yr 5 &9
All existing
All existing
Yr 9-12		

Re: Welcome letter			
Re: Instrumental Music Program		
Re: Local excursions 2020			
Re: Science local excursions 2020		
Re: Queenscliff Camp EOI			
Re: Focus Group Friday afternoon		
Re: Swimming sports BBQ lunch orders
Re: Immunisation cards
Re: Computer Agreements
Re: Update/check student details
Re: Student consent form 2020
Re: Construction induction card		

Mrs Brown
Jan Elder
Mr Allan
Ms McKersie
Miss McLennan
Mr Connolly
Office
Office
Office
Office
Office
NCTTC	

Our school collects, uses, discloses
and stores student and parent
personal information for standard
school functions or where permitted
by law, as stated in the Schools’
Privacy Policy.
Please take time to remind yourself
of the school’s Privacy Policy, found
on our website;
www.wychep12.vic.edu.au

PARENT CONTRIBUTIONS 2020
Family accounts for parent contributions have been sent home with students.
It is preferred that payments be made by Friday, 28th February, 2020.
Payments can be made via BPAY, Cheque or Cash.
Please contact the school if you have any questions in regard to Parent Payments or if you wish to arrange a
Payment Plan.

W
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It is great to see so
many happy faces
and smiles on the
students coming
back to school.
Such a positive first
few days augers well for the rest of the term. To
keep it up I recommend parents and secondary
students view the TED Talk by Amy Cuddy on how
body language can shape who you are.

Novel Coronavirus: There has been a lot in

the news about a new flu-like illness, novel
coronavirus. While coronaviruses are not new
this is a new strain. It seems to develop quickly
between one and 14 days once a person is
exposed and signs and symptoms are fever,
cough, and shortness of breath, and chest
infection that can lead to pneumonia. It is likely
to be spread from person to person by droplets
when coughing. The Department of Education
and Training is advising that anyone who has
recently travelled from Hubei Province, China, to
stay isolated at home and not attend school for
14 days; it is also advised that anyone who has
been exposed to the virus (i.e. having contact
with someone who is confirmed to have the
virus) also remain isolated at home for 14 days
and to seek medical advice if symptoms occur.
To prevent the spread of the virus practice usual
flu prevention methods that include hand
washing, covering your mouth and nose when
coughing and sneezing with a tissue, or cough
into your elbow, dispose of the tissue into a bin
and then wash your hands afterwards. Wash your
hands regularly, after using the toilet and before
eating.
If you have concerns about your health, please
see your doctor. For more information see the
fact sheet at www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/informationpublic-novel-coronavirus

New mobile phone policy: So far so good,

with the new state-wide Government School
mobile phone policy rolled out as of the first day
of term. It seemed that students coped very well.
For more information about the policy see
www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/going-toschool/Pages/Mobile-phones-in-schools.aspx
and for help and support to reduce or manage
screen-time see www.esafety.gov.au.

W

Social media concerns: Most students are

on one or more social media platforms. We know
a bit more about ‘facebook’ and ‘Instagram’ but
what about some of the newer ones? Many
students seem to now be on the free app
‘TikTok’. Launched in 2017, ‘TikTok’ is a videosharing social networking service owned by
ByteDance, a Beijing-based company founded in
2012 by Zhang Yiming. It is used to create short
lip-sync, comedy, and talent videos. The app was
launched in 2017 for iOS and Android for markets
outside of China. While on the surface this
platform looks great, there are some safety
concerns particularly around sexualised content
and access to pornography and chat rooms. It is
recommended that anyone under the age of 16
not have access. However, with parental
supervision children aged 13 could use the app
safely. For more information see the site
www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parentsultimate-guide-to-tiktok
Sun safe in term 1: First term is a sun safety
term and to help us out there is now an app
www.sunsmart.com.au/tools/interactivetools/free-sunsmart-app-campaign
However, the message hasn’t changed—: Slip on
some covering clothing, Slop on 30SPF or higher
sunscreen at least 20 minutes before going out
into the sun, Slap on a wide brimmed hat, Seek
shade where you can, and Slide on some
sunglasses— some of the ways to protect your
body from sun damage and enjoy being
outdoors. All students are required to wear a hat
when outdoors at school in Term 1.

Talking to young people about the
news: Sometimes what we see and hear in the

news and social media can be tricky for parents
to explain, especially when the news is bad, and
such as the New Year bushfires. Everyone and
every child is different regarding their response.
There are many practical resources to help
parents discuss what is in the news. There are
brochures available from the school office or on
the web https://childpsychologist.com.au/
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Students (Yrs 5-12) and Staff are encouraged to join the
‘FIT FEBRUARY’ challenge.

Log your exercise on the STRAVA App
All participants go into a draw to win the end of challenge prize
Every 5 exercise sessions = 1 chance in the draw

Please see Mr Duffy for any queries.

2
Ebony Barker (P/1/2), Mitchell Coatsworth (3/4), Locke Coles (5/6), Libby Thompson (5/6)

WYCHEPROOF COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTRE (280 BROADWAY / PH 5493 7455):
WATER AEROBICS CLASS - WITH BRENDA DORAN, 7 - 7:45am, Wednesdays, (Feb 5- Mar 11), Wycheproof Swimming
Pool, Cost $10/session ($5/session - Snrs) Healthy Breakfast Included. Enquiries/registration WCRC.
FIRST AID & CPR TRAINING: Monday 10th Feb, 9am -2:30pm, Railway Station Wycheproof, Cost $165 - full, $80 - CPR
only, $185 (education/care). Enquiries/registration WCRC.
MARINE LICENCE TRAINING: Sunday 9th February, 1-5pm, Cost $120, Age- 12+yrs, 100pts ID required on the day.
Enquiries/registration WCRC.
WYCHEPROOF NARRAPORT FOOTBALL LADIES: seeking volunteers to take on executive roles for the 2020 season.
For more information please contact Mel 0488 937 742 or Maggie 0428 238 777
WYCHEPROOF-NARRAPORT NETBALL CLUB: General meeting regarding teams and grades for junior netball 2020,
TODAY, 5:45pm, Thursday 6th Feb at the netball clubroom. Registration for 2020 season now open. Links for this can be
found on the WNNC Junior Netball Facebook page. Contact Suzanna Fawcett for further enquiries - 0457 244 197
MALLEE SPORTS ASSEMBLY: Sports Medicine Australia - Sunday, 16th February, Charlton Football Club.
Level 1 Sports Trainer - 8:30am-5pm, Cost - $285
Sports Trainer Re-Accreditation - 5:30 - 9:30pm, Cost - $120
Registration & Payment: sma.org.au Further Info: david.griffiths@sma.org.au or Ph 03 9674 8708 or 0427 780 109
FRIENDS OF MT WYCHEPROOF MEETING: 2pm, Sunday 9th February at Senior Citizens Club Rooms.
THE REX THEATRE, CHARLTON: Charlton Film Festival, 28-29th February. Tickets available from Charlton Pharmacy.

W
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