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Wycheproof P-12 College
 03 5493 7409 or 5493 7308       Fax: 03 5493 7506

 wycheproof.p12@edumail.vic.gov.au
www.wychep12.vic.gov.au

DIARY DATES
 JULY

Tue	 21	 VCE	Information	night	CANCELLED
Thur	 23	 Yr	11	Biology	excursion	-	Melb.	CANCELLED
Wed	 29	 Parent	-	Teacher	Interviews	CANCELLED

   AUGUST

Fri	 14	 SRC	Debating	Competition
Mon	 17	 Yr	8	NCTTC	orientation		
Wed	 19	 School	Council	Meeting	-	6:30pm
Fri	 21	 SRC	Footy	Colours	Day

 
 SEPTEMBER

Tue	 8	 SRC	-	Junior	Yoga	@	lunch
Wed	 9	 GAT	-	VCE	students	-	10am-1pm
Thur	 10	 SRC	-	Senior	Yoga	@	lunch
Fri	 11	 Yr	10	Road	Smart	10:15-11:15am
Fri	 18	 Last	day	Term	3	-	2:30pm	finish

A State school established in 1876

Newsletter No. 9 - 23rd July, 2020

Christine McKersie - Principal

Welcome Back to Term 3
We are definitely feeling for Melbourne schools at the 
moment. Residing in the country is currently having 
huge advantages over living in a crowded city. I have 
always believed that living in a rural location has 
so many advantages in terms of allowing for quality 
childhood experiences and the current situation is 
certainly highlighting this. Nothing like a pandemic to 
influence real estate prices. Hopefully that means more 
enrolments in the future for our school? The end to our 
last term was a good one (despite all that went on during 
Term 2) because we got to end the term with the usual 
school tradition of a costume theme day (thanks to the 
efforts of the SRC). It seems there are many everyday 
Aussie heroes that make up our celebrated larrikin 
culture. Kath and Kim were here for a visit, along with 
almost every colour of the Wiggles. We had all kinds of 
service personnel including fire fighters, SES workers, 
police and members of the Australian Army. It wouldn’t 
be an Aussie Hero Day without the appearance of 
Crocodile Dundee and Russell Coight. There were even 
a ‘gaggle of Noel’s’ (I am not sure what the collective 
noun for a group of Noel’s is?) paying homage to our 

amazing Australian Grounds/Maintenance Man. We 
are looking forward to adding more of these celebratory 
events back into our school calendar this term. Alison 
McCowan (from Birchip) will be here during Semester 2 
to take the Year 12 English Class and we welcome her to 
our team and are very grateful that she is willing to help 
us out. Congratulations to the Coffey family on the safe 
arrival of Felicity Josephine. Bruce and Wendy Read will 
also be joining our team as the new School Cleaners. 
They have bought a home in Broadway and are slowly 
renovating the property. We encourage you to welcome 
them to our community. We enjoyed hearing the work 
experience reports from our Year 10 and 11 students. It 
is such an important opportunity for our students and we 
are very grateful to all our host workplaces (especially 
our local businesses) who have been willing to offer this 
experience to our students. Three of our Year 9 students 
(Dotty Carrigg, Kate Thompson and Xavier McKersie) 
have headed to Mt. Hotham to the School for Student 
Leadership (SSL). This is a great opportunity for our 
students to experience living in the snow for a term and 
we are looking forward to following their adventures on 
the SSL Facebook Page.

It was all 
smiles when 
Dotty, Xavier 
& Kate started 
their Term 3 
adventure in 
the snow last 
Sunday (19th 
July).
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INTER-HOUSE
Our annual cross-country event looked a lot 
different from previous years thanks to remote 
learning and restrictions imposed by Covid 19 in 
2020. Our usual event consists of an afternoon 
where the whole school community, inclusive of 
parents and proud grandparent supporters, cheer 
for all our P-12 pupils as they negotiate their way 
around our school track. This year each cohort ran 
it in their respective PE classes, or as in the case 
with the VCE kids, at lunchtime in the second last 
week of term. Remote learning didn't deter many 
students from training hard and it was impressive 
to see so many long standing records either 

tumble, or just survive, as our fittest participants 
used their isolation time effectively and returned to 
school with plenty of fitness under their belts.
At the end of the week, scores were tallied 
and individual presentations were made with 
the winning house in 2020 being awarded to 
Broadway with 601 points compared to Calder on 
451.
The secondary NCD and LMR events have 
been cancelled for 2020. This includes Athletics 
(Primary & Secondary) and NCD Clay Target 
Shooting/Lawn Bowls .

The Yr 7/8 Starting line up.

Individual Age Champions

Yr 3/4 Girls 3km: Record held by Priya Coatsworth (15.53) 
1st Priya Coatsworth (B) 15.14 (NEW RECORD)

Yr 3/4 Boys 3km: Record held by Oliver Daykin (13.39) 
1st Mitchell Coatsworth (B) 17.20

Yr 5/6 Girls 3km: Record held by  (Georgia Sheahan 14.12)  
1st Libby Thompson (B) 13.17 (NEW RECORD)
Yr 5/6 Boys 3km: Record held by Jed Bish (12.37) 

1st Oliver Daykin (C) 12.52

Yr 7/8 Girls 3km: Record held by Georgia Sheahan(12.54)  
1st Matilda Bish (B) 13.58

Yr 7/8 Boys 3km: Record held by Jed Bish (11.09)  
1st Spencer Sheahan (B) 15.30

Yr 9/10 Girls 3km: Record held by Tessa Allan (12.35)  
1st Ella Sheahan (B) 12.47

Yr 9/10 Boys 4.5km: Record held by Tom Keane (16.30) 
1st Spencer Nicholls (C) 16.47

Yr 11/12 Girls 3km: Record held by Christie Allan (12.24) 
1st Holly Fawcett (B) 15.57

Yr 11/12 Boys 4.5km**: Record held by Kristian McNicol (16.13)  
             **3km event this year instead of usual 4.5km.

1st Angus Connolly (B) 12.59**

Priya Coatsworth

Libby Thompson
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CROSS COUNTRY

AGE CHAMPIONS
Back: E Sheahan, S Nicholls, H Fawcett, A Connolly, M Bish, S Sheahan. 

Front: O Daykin, L Thompson, M Coatsworth, P Coatsworth.

Broadway House Captains, 
Holly Fawcett & Angus Connolly.

Students from Yr 3-6, Ready, set, GO!!
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Y e a r 
10 & 11

22 - 26
June

Year 10 and 11 students were fortunate to be able to participate in Work Experience during the last 
week of term 2 2020. It is a highly valued program with our students and they had the opportunity to 
work in a range of employment fields, locally and in regional areas like Warracknabeal, Swan Hill and 
Bendigo. Thank you to Angela Poxon (Pathways Coordinator) for assisting Mrs Ison in arranging the 
placements and to all the businesses and organisations for allowing our student to participate in their 
week of ‘work’. 

The following are anecdotes from the Year 10 and 11 students about their week of Work Experience.
For work experience I 
went to Warracknabeal 
to work with the civil 
engineer at the shire. 
While there, I got to work 
with the programs they 
use, survey a quarry 
and map out an area of 
road that needed work. 
Civil engineering is a 
career path that I want 
to continue with into the 
future.
- Jack Arnel (Yr 11)

For work experience, 
I went to Academy 
Graphics in Swan 
Hill for the week. I 
did graphic design 
on the computer and 
looked at printing and 
making signs, stickers, 
business cards and other 
things. I enjoyed the 
experience and would 
like to continue down this 
career path for my future.
- Holly Fawcett (Yr 11) 

The week of the 22nd of June 
2020, I participated in year 11 
work experience. I went to the 
Early Learning Long Day Care 
Centre in Swan Hill. Work started 
at 9am and finished at 4pm 
everyday with an hour long lunch 
break. I participated in activities 
with the children and mainly 
stayed in a room with the children 
from 0-3 year olds. I really 
enjoyed my work experience and 
would definitely go back again.
- Charli Stapleton (Yr 11)

At Wycheproof Kinder and 
Birchip Day Care I was 
spending time with the 
younger kids, playing games 
and trying to resolve small 
conflicts between the kids. I 
really enjoyed work experience 
and I would definitely 
recommend other people to 
go and try it. Everyone was 
very kind and welcoming and 
made it easy for me to fit into 
everyday routines.
- Taya Bartram (Yr 10)

I went to MJB 
Building Projects for 
work experience. 
We did a lot of 
framework for 
an extension on 
a house. It was 
overall a good 
week and I learned 
plenty of great 
skills, techniques 
and valuable 
experience.
- Cian Polzin (Yr 10)

Jack - Yarriambiack Shire Council

Holly Fawcett 

Taya Bartram

Charli Stapleton Cian Polzin

Hayley Matheson - 
Honeyeater Hair Salon
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2020

Four days at Swan Hill Primary 
School- During my time at SHPS, I 
worked with Andrew Kelly and Max 
Carol, teaching P.E and Music. I 
helped set tasks for the kids and I 
really enjoyed both subjects.
One day at Central Mallee 
Osteopathy- At CMO I worked with 
Louise Bibby and I was able to watch 
her work with different clients who all 
had various injuries. I was also able 
to work with her in the gym which 
was my favourite part from the whole 
week. - Ella Sheahan (Yr 10)

I worked at Condely Homes 
for work experience. I 
enjoyed it and learnt a lot 
of new things. I got to do 
many different things like 
pulling up floor boards, 
demolishing a decking and 
some concrete and did 
some concreting. I was 
very happy with where I 
worked and got along with 
everyone very well. It was a 
great experience.  
- George Forrester (Yr 10)George Forrester

Lilly Pritchard - WCRC & 
Charlton Bakery

Cameron Mens - Jason Coles 
Mechanical & Premier Auto 

Electrics

Ella Sheahan

Joe Coles - Elders Wycheproof

James - Mallee Steel Supply & Fabrication

James Ison (Yr 10) was busy at Mallee Steel Supply 
and Fabrication during his Work Experience week.  
He assisted with the fabrication of the new seating 
for the school which has now been installed 
outside Room 4.  Pictured above are Daniel 
& Charlotte Greco, Jewels Barton and Emily 
Buchanan on the  new seats.
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Yr 10
COOKIES

Joe Coles & 
Lilly Pritchard 

~
Jam Drops

Ella Sheahan & 
George Forrester

~
Yo-yo’s

Taya Bartram & 
Hayley Matheson

~
ANZAC Biscuits

Wycheproof P-12 College has a new exam room.  In the past, students sitting their VCE exams did so in the 
Lions Club room.  Exams will now be done in the redecorated room in the building next to the community museum.

Congratulations Mrs Coffey and family, 
on the safe arrival of 

F e l i c i t y   J o s e p h i n e , 
born 8:17am, Thursday 16th July,

4502g and 51cm.



 ycheproof P-12 College ~ “Be Your Best”            W

Y r

4/3
~ with Mrs Botheras ~

Before COVID-19 restricted 
students to home, Year 3/4 
students were supposed 
to undertake several STEM 
projects. Unfortunately this 
wasn’t possible so in the last 
week of term 2 students had 
a day of STEM creating. They 
used many different materials 
and created some amazing 
projects and then wrote about 
their creations.

SANITIZER MACHINE
A heavy object will fall 
on the sanitizer. It will 
realize some sanitizer. 
Use it to clean your 
hands.
I used a lot of tape and 
cardboard. I had to use 
the hand sanitizer and 
fast food container.

MINI 
CARRYING 

TABLE
To carry things 
around easily 
without it falling 
as many times. 
I used 1 piece 
of cardboard 4 
plastic cups.

ROCKET
I made a rocket out 
of a balloon and a 
paper clip
I blew up the 
balloon and twisted 
the paper clip and 
let go of the balloon 
and it went in 
circles.

JERRY 
THE GIANT 
GIRAFFE

I made a 
giraffe out of 1 
balloon 1 tray 
2 foam tubes 
2 squares 4 
bottle tops 
and 4 cups.

GEORGE THE HOT 
AIR BALLOON WITH 

WHEELS
I made a hot air balloon 
with wheels. I used 1 
balloon, 1 cup, 2 pipe 
cleaners, 2 pin holders. 
You hold the balloon 
and then pull and you 
can also just look at it.

BONOCULADERS
You look through it 
and it has night vision 
because of the glowing 
cups (they don’t glow 
they just reflect the light 
to make it see through).
How I made it: 2 cups, 
3 big rolls of sticky tape 
and 3 pipe cleaners.

MY DOG
I made a dog 
and his name is 
Apollo. I made 
him out of 1 
balloon, half 
a tray, half 2 
foam packing 
peanuts and 5 
straws.

SPEAKER
Function: The sound will go through the 
tube into the cups and the sound waves 
will escape out of the cups which will 
make an echo.
How I made the speaker: I put a cut as 
big as a phone In a cardboard tube. Then 
I put holes in the cup then attached it to 
the sides of the cardboard tube, then I 
put the phone in the cut of the tube.

TIMMY THE TURTLE
Timmy the Turtle loves to go on walks 
while he waddles around next to the 
person, waddling with perfection, but 
still not made for ruff ground. Timmy 
was simply made to be a good friend 
to all. Timmy was made out of boxes, 
a balloon, two straws for wheels, blue 
tack, fax black, and a part of a egg 
carton, and that is how I made Timmy.Morgan Desmond

MitchellHarlan Calissa

Ludah

Priya

GaivinEver

Year 3/4
Re: Local Excursion Consent

From - Mrs Botheras & Mrs Brown
~ * * * ~

Year 10/11
 Re: VCE Subject Selection 2021

From - Mrs Ison
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SRC Presents

~ Dress up as your AUSSIE HERO ~
Friday, 26th June 

( last day of term 2)

   Year 3/4   

 Prep/1/2 Yr 11/12

Ollie Daykin (Yr 5/6) 
- Crocodile Dundee
Will Allan (Yr 9/10) 

- Merv Hughes
Daniel Greco (P/1/2) 

- Soldier
Morgan Beattie (Yr 3/4) 

- SES volunteer
Keely Allan & Demi Matheson (Yr 7/8) 

- Kath & Kim

<<<
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Beanies..............$10

Navy tights........$10

Year 

5/6 

Class

Year 7/8 
Class

Year 9/10 ClassIN
 ST

O
CK

 N
O

W

Staff
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9c High Street, Charlton VIC 3525 I PO Box 12, Charlton VIC 3525 I Mobile 0429 148 399 I E: a.poxon@ncllen.org.au I W: www.ncllen.org.au

From NCLLEN

Mrs Brown and the Yr 3/4 Art 
class are seeking any donations for 
Steampunk Art projects.  
Small metal bits and bobs such as 
buckles, springs, nuts, bolts, cogs, 
cylinders, piping, chains, drill bits, 
keys, old watches, metal necklace 
chains (broken is fine), leather, tape 
measures, buttons, old Christmas

light globes, etc, can be left at the                         
  office.

THANK YOU!!

The school recently traded in the tractor for a new one.  Pictured below; 
Noel is puting it to good use manuring the garden.

It’s never too early to start thinking about VCE.
An important step towards VCE preparation is 
knowing which subjects to select. Chances are, 
you’ve faced that ‘What do you want to do with 
your career?’ question from family and friends. The 
answer may be something you’re still figuring out. 
That’s ok, but be mindful that soon you’ll need to 
select which subjects you would like to study for 
VCE. It’s likely these subjects will influence what you 
choose to do beyond high school. Before making 
your subject choices, take the time to consider a 
few factors that could make the task easier.
Tips on getting started
Think about what subject areas you are passionate 
about, what you are good at and what you enjoy 
studying. Can you see yourself working in these 
areas in the future? Ask yourself if these subjects 
fire your curiosity and make you feel inspired. Do a 
little investigating into the types of tertiary programs 
required for your area of interest. Certain programs 
call for students to pass VCE subjects to be eligible. 
They may even have some selection tasks or a folio 
of work that would need to be submitted to get into 
a Uni or TAFE.
Remember to follow you own interests. Some 

C h o o s i n g  S u b j e c t s
students fall into the trap of selecting subjects they 
think will reward them with a high ATAR score. It’s 
pointless to pick a subject based on scaling if you 
don’t enjoy it or are no good at it. Your ATAR is 
reflective of your performance across all of your 
studies.
Who to turn to for advice
School teachers, VCE coordinators and the 
Pathways coordinators can provide guidance on 
career direction. They will have information on a 
variety of tertiary programs in your interest areas and 
what you need to do to be eligible for them. Check 
out career expos and university open days. Sure, 
you’re two years off finishing your VCE, but it’s well 
worth being informed and up to date on the latest 
higher education options to choose from.
Keeping options open
When choosing what these other subjects will be, 
it’s important to know that some subjects will keep 
your options open more so than others. A maths 
or science subject, for example, is likely to be a 
prerequisite for anyone interested in a career in 
engineering or IT. You may not know the exact 
program you wish to study in the future, but if you 
have a general idea, look at the entry requirements 
for a wide range of courses and find the prerequisite 
subjects they have in common. Including these 
in your VCE program will open the door to more 
options after high school.
Don’t stress, VCE hasn’t arrived just yet, but when it 
does, you’ll be armed with the information you need 
to make the choices for your future.
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COVID update for 
schools  
Information around the 
COVID19 situation changes 
quickly and often and so 

may be confusing. There is also confusion about 
what must or should be done in areas outside of 
Melbourne. The issue of masks is also confusing 
and the following information, current as of 
Monday 20 July 2020, is that face masks or 
coverings are not recommended in schools, for 
adults or children, as per advice from Victoria’s 
Chief Health Officer, Prof Brett Sutton. The reason 
was that schools were controlled settings, where 
entry is restricted to students, staff and those 
delivering essential school services, only, and 
because schools already had a range of reduction 
measures in including: 
 exclusion of unwell staff and students 
 regular hand hygiene practice and provision of 

hygiene supplies 
 restricting visitors into the school and reduced 

mixing between groups at school.  
However, as has always been the case, staff or 
students who wish to wear face masks in school 
and in going to and from school may do so.  
To keep healthy: maintain social distancing 1.5m  
or 4 sqm space, wash hands with soap and warm 
water regularly; use hand sanitiser in between 
hand washing, try to have around 9 hours of sleep 
each night; and include fresh vegetables and fruit 
in your meals every day. If you are well, continue 
to exercise, practice your sport or go for a fast 
paced walk.  If you are unwell stay at home until 
you are well. 
If you are concerned you may have COVID-19 or 
for further advice, call the 24-hour coronavirus 
hotline 1800 675 398. 
Have you downloaded the COVID-19 
App?  For information about the app 
and to download it, see the 
Commonwealth Department of 
Health website:    
www.health.govcms.gov.au/resources/apps-and-
tools/covidsafe-app    

Support services & helplines 
 Parentline 132289  
 Kids Helpline 1800 55 1800  
 DET parent’s resource at 

www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/ 

Wellbeing Classroom  
New to the wellbeing classroom this week is 
information from BeYou and the eSafety 
Commissioner, plus some great tips on sleep. The 
Secondary School Nurses in the Mallee are 
promoting the necessity and benefits of sleep. As 
part of the project I will upload some great 
information and tips on how to get a good night’s 
sleep. The good news is that if you are a poor 
sleeper, change is possible whether you are a 
child, teenager or an adult. The two Wellbeing 
Google Classrooms, are accessed through google 
classrooms: Primary School class code kye5y7s 
and Secondary school class code y26jj3s.  

New! webinar for parents and carers 
The office of the eSafety Commissioner is offering 
free live webinars that explore the latest research 
about cybersafety and how you can help your 
child develop the skills to be safer online.  
The next webinar; ‘eSafety's parent guide to 
online gaming’ is an hour-long session on Tuesday 
28 July at 7.30pm.  We know that some internet 
use is great and many people enjoy games without 
any problems arising and so the webinar will cover 
the benefits of gaming and how to mitigate the 
risks, strategies to manage gaming and overuse, 
and where to find help and support.  For more 
information or to book your place see 
www.esafety.gov.au/parents/webinars 
BeYou information for parents, carers and 
students  
Do you feel your teenager speaks a different 
language? Are conversations with adults tricky? 
Well help is near at hand and REACHOUT.COM has 
some great info and videos available. See 
https://parents.au.reachout.com/skills-to-
build/connecting-and-communicating/things-to-
try-effective-communication/how-to-have-a-
great-conversation  

Stressed by your teenager? Or is your teenager 
stressed? The REACHOUT.COM site has information 
and short videos on how to manage stress. See 
https://parents.au.reachout.com/common-
concerns/everyday-issues/things-to-try-stress  

Whether you are half way through Year 12 or will 
be new to Year 12 next year, this is a link to some 
vital survival information from beyondblue 
https://healthyfamilies.beyondblue.org.au/healt
hy-homes/supporting-study  
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WYCHEPROOF COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTRE: Ph: 5493 7455 - e: mwcrc@bigpond.net.au - 280 Broadway.
*Shearing School; 10th - 14th August (7:30am - 5:30pm), An introductory 5-day course providing practical skills required          
  for wool harvesting. Please phone WCRC to register.
*Tractor Safety Course; 9am - 5pm, Monday, 3rd August. Cost - $150. For more information & to register please phone or          
  email WCRC.
*Chainsaw Safety Course; 9am - 5pm, Tuesday 4th August. Cost - $160. For more information & to register please phone     
  or email WCRC.
*Forklift License (LF) Course; 9am - 5pm, Monday-Wednesday, 10th -12th August. Cost - $620. For more information & to   
  register please phone or email WCRC.
*Lifeguard Course Buloke Shire - Expressions of Interest. Course cost covered for suitable applicants (16 yrs & over).         
  Contact: WCRC or Rhonda Allan - 0427 780 109 /rhonda@malleesportsassembly.org.au
*Aqua Fitness Course Buloke Shire - Expressions of Interest. Course cost covered for suitable applicants (16 yrs & over).      
  Contact: WCRC or Rhonda Allan - 0427 780 109 /rhonda@malleesportsassembly.org.au

F Polzin - P/1/2, H Buchanan - 5/6
A McNaughton - 5/6

1 2

TERM 3 (2020)
Due to current circumstances, it is not possible to 
structure Parent-Teacher Interviews as we normally 
do. During week 3 (27th July to 31st July), teachers 
will ring SOME parents/guardians for a 5 – 10 minute 
conversation to discuss student progress. This will 
MAINLY occur between 3.45pm to 6pm. If you have 
any particular concerns about your child’s progress 
or would like to discuss something from your child’s 
recent report, please call the school office to arrange 
for contact time to be made during that week.

G McKersie - 5/6, M Fawcett - 5/6
H Bartlett - 3/4, C Greco - P/1/2


