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ANZAC Biscuits
$1each

On Sale at Recess
Friday 23rd April

(YR 10/11 Work Experience Program Fundraiser)

Wycheproof P-12 CollegeWycheproof P-12 College
 03 5493 7409 or 5493 7308       Fax: 03 5493 7506

 wycheproof.p12@education.vic.gov.au
www.wychep12.vic.edu.au

A State school established in 1876
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DIARY DATESDIARY DATES
 APRIL
Thur	 1	 Last	Day	Term	1	-	2:30pm	finish
Mon	 19	 First	Day	Term	2
Tue	-	Fri	 20-23	April	 Yr	5/6	Camp	-	Beechworth
Thur	 22	 SSV	State	Swimming	Finals
Fri	 23	 ANZAC	Day	Service
Wed	 28	 School	Council
Wed		 28	 Parent	Teacher	Interviews
Thur	 29	 Yr	4-6	Winter	Sports	-	Boort
Fri	 30	 Hoodie	Up	for	Autism	Day

 MAY
Tue	 4	 headspace	visit
Wed	 5	 SSV	Div.	Primary	X	Country	-	Bendigo
Thu	 6	 SRC	Senior	Citizens	Lunch
Wed-Fri	 12-14	May	 NAPLAN	(Yr	3,5,7,9)
Wed	 19	 Yr	9/10	Big	Science	Competition
Fri	 21	 Yr	7/8	Big	Science	Competition
Fri	 21	 Quiz	Night	
Tue	 25	 Yr	10	Buloke	Health	Expo

 JUNE
Tue	 1	 LMR	Cross	Country
Tue	 1	 Science	Discovery	Dome	visit	(P-	Yr	10)
Wed	 9	 GAT
Wed	 9	 Roadsmart	-	Yr	10
Wed	 9	 School	Council	Meeting
Fri	 18	 Yr	11/12	Chemistry	excursion	-	Melbourne
Fri	 18	 Yr	9	Try	a	VET
Mon-Fri				21-25					Yr	10/11	Work	Experience	-	Melbourne
Fri	 25	 Last	Day	Term	2

Christine McKersie - Principal

Oral Communication Skills
There have been so many great outcomes this term, it 
has been hard to keep pace with recent events. Before 
the end of the term, I just wanted to publically highlight 
how impressive the recent student speeches were at 
our annual Public Speaking Competition. This year there 
was a wider range of topics (some serious and others 
humorous), but all were very engaging. It was fabulous 
to see that some students have ‘blossomed’ and the 
way in which they deliver their speech (their eloquence, 
confidence and intonation) has improved significantly. 
Other speeches were extremely well written, the content 
delivered was complex and intriguing and revealed 
a remarkable insight into some very complicated 
issues. We know that oral communication skills are 
fundamental to the development of literacy and 
essential for thinking and learning. It is the glue that puts 
all the components of a language together. Through 
orating, students learn how to think on their feet, hone 
their listening and reflection skills as well as improving 
their public speaking skills. Speaking is key in supporting 
and extending children’s thinking and advancing their 
learning and understanding. Thanks to Paul Connolly 
for overseeing the program and our judges for the day 
(Wendy Pollard, Laurie Pearse and Kirsty Jacobs from 
‘headspace’ in Swan Hill). They had a very difficult job in 
selecting winners for each age group as every speech 
was extremely well delivered. So much so, hopefully I 
am out of a job and we can hear more frequently from 
our amazing students instead of from me. We were 
very lucky to have had the headspace team (including 
Nathan Shea, Gemma Phelan and Celeste Costa) 
come and support our event and provide a ‘sausage 
sizzle’ and games for our students at lunchtime. It was 
great to see many of our students out on Saffin Oval, 
being physical, enjoying the sunshine and having fun. So 
good for everyone’s mental health.

Holidays
We hope that everyone has a safe and enjoyable 
holiday period and we are looking forward to continuing 
our great results next term.



  ycheproof P-12 College ~ “Be Your Best”            W   

2021 LMR Swimming Team2021 LMR Swimming Team
BACK: S Nicholls, D Matheson, J Coles, H Connolly, L Buchanan, C Fawcett, T Cotton, S Nicholls, C Polzin, S Sheahan

MIDDLE: E Polzin, K Allan, L Thompson, X McKersie, M Fawcett, R Hogan, O Daykin, M Bish, L Humphreys, P Arnel
FRONT: K Thompson, H Matheson, E Sheahan, T Bartram

This year our school sent a record 
twenty-five pupils to Swan Hill to swim 
at the Loddon Mallee Region Swimming 
final in mid March. We had eight 
individual qualifiers and seven relay 
teams entered on the day which was a 
remarkable achievement for such a small 
school. The stand out performances 
on the day included Kate Thompson (16-
20yo individual medley) and Taya Bartram 

(17yo backstroke) claiming third spot 
medallions and then the team of Hayley 
Matheson, Ella Sheahan, Taya Bartram 
and Kate Thompson got up to win 
the 4x50m freestyle event. These girls are 
now off to the State Swimming Finals in 
Melbourne early next term and it looks 
like there will be a few proud parents 
tagging along to cheer them on at 
the Melbourne Aquatic Centre.

2021 LODDEN MALLEE REGION SWIMMING FINALS2021 LODDEN MALLEE REGION SWIMMING FINALS

Kate Thompson Taya Bartram

        Taya Bartram    Ella Sheahan      Hayley Matheson    Kate Thompson
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On Friday 19th March, the Grade 5/6 class organised a fundraiser selling hot dogs and pizzas for 
lunch.  The money raised will go towards the Grade 5/6 Beechworth camp expenses.  The class worked 
hard to collate the orders, add up the money and work out the jobs.  On the day we cooked, served and cleaned up for more 
than 140 serves of food. We couldn’t have done it without Cathy, Suzi, Georga, Ms McKersie and most importantly Mrs 
Brown.  We are all excited and looking forward to camp in Beechworth and know we will have loads of fun. 
- Dakota Connolly and Tessa Sheahan (Yr 5/6 Class Captains).

Sav and Pizza lunch
(Yr 5/6 Camp fundraiser)
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The Yr 7/8 students on camp this week at Roses GapThe Yr 7/8 students on camp this week at Roses Gap
with Miss Fawcett, Mr Buchanan & Paddywith Miss Fawcett, Mr Buchanan & Paddy

P/1 MathsP/1 Maths 
Students completed a challenge to build two towers of the same height out of 2 different materials.

Archie Harrison & Neive Cotton

Daisy Buchanan & Ryder Harrison

Leeah Crawford & Ashton Wright

Emily Buchanan & Tyler Harrison Esse Coles & Enda Redmond Edie Pellegrino & Charlotte Greco
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The Last Bear
by Hannah Gold

There are no polar bears left 
on Bear Island.  At least, that’s 
what April’s father tells her 
when his scientific research 
takes them to this remote Arctic 
outpost for six months.  But one 
summer night, April meets one.  
He is starving, lonely and a long 
way from home.  Determined to 
save him, April begins the most 

important journey of her life.
The deeply moving and beautifully told story 
is a celebration of the love between a child 
and an animal, a battle cry for our world and 
an irresistible adventure with a heart as big 
as a bear’s. For readers 8 +

Gem 
by J Mason and S Stephens

Gem is a golden retriever puppy who loves to dig.  She is 
repeatedly adopted out to families, only to be returned to the 
shelter because she just cannot 
stop digging up the roses and 
anything else that is diggable.  
Over and over she is returned 
to the shelter, unwanted and 
heartbroken.  Soon Gem gets 
sick, really sick.  Will she 
recover in time to save lives?

Greatest POW Escapes
by Allan Zullo

Unforgettable true stories of brave 
prisoners of war risking it all to 
escape enemy military prisons. 

Amazing stories of courage and 
valour that will enthral readers in 
year 5 and up.

Six Seconds   
by Alan Sunderland

Eleven year old Michael spends his time going to the 
beach, school and following his favourite rugby league 
team.  He also likes following stories in the news, but 

he only remembers the bad ones.  He starts to become anxious, 
and worried about everything being 
dangerous.  And when the earthquake 
hits, all his fears are realised.

Set in Newcastle in 1989, Michael is a 
wonderful character who proves that our 
fears for those we love will inspire us to 

do more than we thought 
we ever could.  Perfect for 
readers in year 5 and up.

The Gaps 
by Leanne Hall

When 16 year old Yin is abducted, the girls in 
her year ten class at Balmoral Ladies College 
know that as the hours tick by, the chance of 
Yin being found alive is becoming smaller and smaller.

Told in alternate chapters from 
different characters, this is a 
story of stress and the fear of the 
unknown.  It examines the guilt 
and grief of the students and 
their families as they struggle 
to cope with the loss of their 
classmate.
This story of friendship and the 
strength we find from family and 
friends, will most appeal to girls 
in year 10 and up.

Game Changer   
by Neal Shusterman

High school American football star Ash, is 
knocked into numerous parallel universes that are 
similar to, but not quite, his own.  In the process, 

he also becomes many different versions of himself – slightly 
different in each universe. In these alternate universes, many 
things are different and Ash realises 
that he will have to risk everything to 
save the world.

This book will really make you think 
and consider the vast and endless 
possibilities that our world represents. 
Best suited for readers 14 and up.
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UPDATE

Parents and students are reminded that Maths Pathways can be accessed from any location. The percentage score is a reflection of how much 
growth a student is achieving. Eg.117% = student is learning at the rate of 1.17 years.

Yr 5    Morgan Beattie
Yr 6    Lana Fawcett
Yr 7     Lachlan Buchanan
Yr 8    Savannah Nicholls
Yr 9    Isabelle Mulquiny
Yr 10  Will Allan

SquizyaSquizya

SQUIZYA CHAMPIONS

Prep - Yr 1
 1. Archie Harrison       1,560 pts 
 2. Ashton Wright       1,490 pts  

  
Year 2-3-4 

1. Connor McLeod       2,500 pts
1. Riley Beattie                 2,440 pts
2. Tyler Buchanan                1,250 pts

All StudentsAll Students
Re: COVIDSafe settings/facemasks

From: Ms McKersie
~ * * * ~
Yr 7/8Yr 7/8

Re:Science - local excursions
From: Ms McKersie

~ * * * ~

Save the date
Friday, 21st May, 

2021
Wycheproof P-12 

College

Quiz Night

A Yr 10/11 Work Experience 
Program Fundraising event

Notices HomeNotices Home
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<<<
Hayley Matheson
Roasted pumpkin & 

Quinoa salad

Year 11 Food Studies; 

Cooking with Cooking with 
Quinoa...Quinoa...

<<<
Alex Brander
Quinoa burgers

>>>
Talia Hobson

Quinoa pancakes with 
Caramelised Banana

>>>
Louisa Coles

Quinoa, brown rice 
and roasted carrot 

salad

**********

Wednesday
28th April

4pm-6pm

(Some Primary staff will be available from 2pm)

**********

**********
Your child is important to us.

If you need to talk to your 
child’s teacher for longer 
than 10 minutes, please make 
an appointment to do so.

**********

! ! ! Congratulations ! ! !
K at e  T h o m p s o n

Held annually, the John Monash Science School Regional 
Science Exchange invites Yr 10 students from regional 

Victorian schools with a passion for science to join them 
for an immersive three-week block.  Kate will be attending 

in Term 2.
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THE SRC ENCOURAGES ALL STUDENTS AND
STAFF TO RIDE, SKATE, WALK OR RUN TO
SCHOOL IN THEIR FUNKY SOCKS TO HELP
PROMOTE HEALTHY ACTIVE CHILDREN! 

AND FUNKY SOCK DAY!
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WYCHEPROOF COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTRE:WYCHEPROOF COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTRE: Ph: 5493 7455 - e: mwcrc@bigpond.net.au - 280 Broadway.
Couch 2 Wyche MDC:  A free 6-week fitness program to help locals get in shape for the 2021 Mother’s Day Classic on 
Sunday 9th May.  Work at your own pace, easing into the program to suit your own fitness levels.
SCHOOL HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES:  Contact WCRC for more details or to make a booking.
   KIDS & FAMILY YOGA:  Wednesdays (April 7th & 14th), FamilyYoga 9:30am-10:15am / Kids Yoga 10:30am - 11:30am. 
   MINECRAFT:  Fridays (9th & 16th April), 1pm-3pm, @ WCRC. Cost $8 pp
   STORY TIME:  Thursday 8th April, 11 am with Mary Bysouth!

Emily Buchanan P/1, Calissa Buchanan 2/3/4, 
Priya Coatsworth 5/6, Dane Bartram 5/6

1010

Wycheproof P-12 College Annual General Meeting
Anyone who would like to have a copy of the 2020 ANNUAL REPORT 
for our school is welcome to attend the first 15 minutes of the School Council 
Meeting to be held on the 28th April, 2021 at 6:30pm in Room 1.  Please 
notify the office of your intention to attend.  Every year the report is also 
made available for all to view on our School Website; 
   www.wychep12.vic.edu.au

<<<
Mr Plumridge and the Year 10 Art 
students took the opportunity on Tuesday 
morning to join Kyle Torney at the ‘Chat 
with the artist’ session.  Kyle is currently 
working on a mural on Broadway 
featuring a KING OF THE MOUNT 
image.

>>>
Matilda Bish, Demi Matheson & Paige 
Arnel also went to chat with Kyle.  
These girls are all going to the Alpine 
School for Student Leadership in Term 
2 and are currently researching ideas 
for their Community Leadership Project 
(CLP). Watch this space!!
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Wellbeing garden 
With the end of summer the 
vegetable harvest in the 
Wellbeing garden is now 
looking a bit bare. However, 

there are some late aubergines, capsicums and 
pumpkins almost ready to pick. Students have been 
helping with watering composting and maintaining 
the worm farm which is looking very healthy.   
A new addition is the passionfruit vine which will 
make a welcoming entrance to the garden.  
headspace  
Early in 2020 headspace Swan Hill established the 
telehealth service to schools and the service 
continues now that clinicians are able to visit 
schools. Senior clinician, Kirsty Jacobs will visit 
Wycheproof P-12 College on Tuesday 4 May and is 
available for one-one-one counselling.  
To make a referral to headspace Swan Hill see the 
online form at https://headspace.org.au/headspace-
centres/swan-hill/  Students aged from 12 years 
upwards are eligible. Some students may be able to 
complete the online referral form themselves or 
parents can do this. If you are unsure talk to Georga 
or Jacinta at school.   
Meals on wheels 
Year 9 and 10 students were offered the opportunity 
to participate in the Buloke Shire Council’s Meals on 
Wheels program. This happens every second 
Tuesday and the response from the older people in 
the community and students is very positive.  

Allergies and illnesses 
For Wycheproof P-12 College to provide the best 
care for students if they become ill at school or camp, 
it is important that each student has an up-to-date 
care/action plan signed by a doctor or health 
professional. The school holidays are an ideal time to 
have that annual check-up with the doctor. It is 
important to also have an annual review of any 
medicines that are prescribed.  
If the illness or allergy is no longer a concern then a 
note from the doctor is needed for that alert to be 
removed.  

Being COVID Safe  
Current health messages that include wearing masks 
if you can’t social distance, staying home if unwell 
and hand washing continue to be good advice to 
keep us safe from COVID infections and seasonal flu. 
The COVID-19 vaccine rollout is in its first phase and 
subject to eligibility. To check if you should be getting 

vaccinated in this early phase see  https://covid-
vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au/eligibility Secondary School 
students who are healthy and don’t have a pre-
existing illness are likely to be in the third phase of 
the vaccine roll-out. There is a lot of information and 
perhaps misinformation circulating about the 
vaccines, so for up-to-date informaiton see the site 
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-
programs/covid-19-vaccines/is-it-true    
If you are worried and need information or support 
please contact the school and a member of the 
Wellbeing Team is available to speak to you.  
Ethical Easter 
Easter is a time when chocolate consumption in 
Australia skyrockets. But how can we be aware of 
any ethical issues with the growing, harvest and 
supply of that chocolate?  
On thing to check is if the chocolate has the Fairtrade 
logo which means that the farmers and workers 
through every stage of the supply chain are paid fair 
wages, ensuring a better quality of life.  
Choosing Rainforest Alliance cocoa products means 
that sustainable farming principles are used to 
reduce deforestation, improving biodiversity and 
land conservation and supporting the wellbeing of 
small communities. 
Choose palm oil-free to prevent widespread 
deforestation, the devastation of natural habitats for 
native wildlife, displacement of communities and 
increased greenhouse gas emissions, means you’re 
buying products that have been made using 
sustainable palm oil.  
Know where your chocolate comes from. Most of the 
world’s cocoa supply comes from West Africa, where 
children working in dangerous conditions  harvest 
cocoa. For information on buying ethical chocolate 
see World Vision’s Chocolate Buying Guide 
https://www.worldvision.com.au/buy-ethical-end-
exploitation  

Support services & helplines 
 Parentline 132289  
 headspace call back 1800 650 890  
  eheadspace www.headspace.org.au 
 Autism Connect helpline 1300 308 

699 or webchat www.amaze.org.au  
 Kids Helpline 1800 551 800  
 DET parent resources at 

www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/ 
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D r i v e r s  U r g e d  t o  P l a n  A h e a d D r i v e r s  U r g e d  t o  P l a n  A h e a d 
With the school holidays upon us, the Victorian State Emergency Service is reminding anyone who 
will be travelling to drive safely, plan ahead and take regular breaks. This is an especially important 
message for the Easter long weekend.

So far this year, more than 55 people have died on Victorian roads. Whilst this is fewer compared 
to the same time last year, long weekends can be notorious for road trauma. On the Easter long 
weekend, Driver Reviver sites will operate at high profile travel routes across Victoria, providing free 
refreshments to encourage holiday makers to stop, take a break and refresh.

SES volunteers will be on hand offering free tea, coffee and biscuits. 

Drivers are urged to avoid drowsy driving. Some simple tips are planning ahead, getting quality sleep 
the night before a trip and planning to stop at least every two hours.

VICSES volunteers in Victoria respond to on average 1,300 road crash rescues every year. 

holidays

Wishing  families and the wider community 
a safe and enjoyable Easter break.  

May you continue to share the love, joy and 
chocolate that you’ve got!


