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Student voice: the issues that matter the most in 2022
In our lovely library space (filled with gorgeous plants
and delightful books thanks to Ged Fawcett), we have a
noticeboard filled with inspiring articles about issues that
our classes are reading and talking about. Every Wednesday,
student representatives from each class come up the front of
the assembly to discuss some of these ideas, events, books,
topics of learning, etc. This action gives our children the
experience of talking in front of others (great for developing
those public speaking skills) and encouarges them to become
more aware of current issues impacting their lives. We know
from the diverse range of topics that students speak on at our
Annual Public Speaking Competition that they are learning
about many issues that are solely not covered by curriculum
delivered in classrooms. Young people have so much to say
and it is important that we listen.

Christine McKersie

- Principal

2022 DIARY DATES
AUGUST
Mon 1
Yr 5 - 8 Marine Biology talk
Mon 1
VTAC applications open
Fri
5
Roadsmart - Yr 10
Mon 8-9-10 Driver Education - Year 10
Mon 15
Year 8 Orientation - NCTTC
Tues 16
House Athletics Carnival
Wed 17
Parent-Teacher Interviews
Wed 17
School Council Meeting
Thurs 18
Visiting show 		
Emperor’s New Clothes
Thurs 18
P/1 Honey Bee Incursion
Wed 24
NCD Athletics - Charlton
Thurs 25
Primary Calder Athletics 		 Charlton

Fantastic five head off to State Championships

Five of Wycheproof P-12 College’s fittest and fastest cross
country runners did themselves and our school proud by
representing the Loddon Mallee Region at this year’s State
Cross Country Finals. Keely Allan, Angus Cowell, Ella
Sheahan, Charlie Fawcett & Libby Thompson were among

hundreds of kids from all over Victoria who travelled to Yarra
Glen Racecourse on Thursday, July 14. Special mention
to Ella Sheahan (above right) to be the first Wycheproof
student to ever crack the top 20!
Continued inside...
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Libby Thompson

Angus Cowell

Keely Allan

Charlie Fawcett

State Cross Country report & results
Continued from Page 1
The track had one significant hill
and it was extremely muddy &
slippery in patches from recent
rains.
Congratulations to Ella for
finishing in 17th place and to
Angus who could have finished
top 30 had he not have stopped
to pick up a fellow competitor’s
shoe. Both legendary efforts.
We are very impressed with the
commitment our pupils have
shown to stay fit over Winter
Thanks to Suzi for accompanying
us on the day and taking all the
action shots.
- Mr Duffy

Important reminders for parents
Student supervision
Wycheproof P12 College’s grounds are
supervised by school staff from 8.35am until
3.20pm. Outside of these hours, school staff will
not be available to supervise students unless
special arrangements have been made with
school staff.

Student abscences
The school needs to be notified of a student absence by
10am. A phone call to the school office, note in the student
diary or XUNO abscence notification noting the reason for
their absence, are all acceptable notifications. This is to
satisfy the legal requirements of the Department of Education
and training.
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2022 Work
Experience Week

Students in years 10, 11 & 12 were fortunate to be able to
participate in a week of Work Experience during the last week
of Term 2.
Most Year 11 students went to Melbourne to participate in a
range of cultural activities and familiarisation with Melbourne
whilst undertaking their week of work. Year 10 students worked
locally and in regional areas such as Bendigo.
Work Experience is a highly valued program with our students,
and they had the opportunity to work in a range of employment
fields.
Thank you to Angela Poxon (Pathways Coordinator) for
assisting Mrs Ison in arranging the placements and to all the
businesses and organisations for allowing our students to
participate in their week of ‘work’. 			
- Mrs Ison

Charlie Fawcett

Xavier McKersie

Spencer Nicholls

Hunter Connolly

Kate Thompson

Sienna Austin

Louisa Coles

STUDENT PLACEMENTS
Year 10
Isabelle Mulquiny - Border Vet Clinic, Kerang
Paige Arnel - Shane Sanderson – Horse trainer, Charlton
Sharna Bartram – Bendigo Special Developmental School
Matilda Bish – Netfit, Camperdown and Wycheproof P-12 College
Tom Cotton – Wycheproof Mechanical Repairs, Wycheproof
Amara Cowell – Monash Health - Social work, Clayton
Demi Matheson – Goldfields Library – Bendigo and Valentines
Antique Gallery – Bendigo
Heath Senior – Elders Rural services, Wycheproof
Spencer Sheahan – Wycheproof Grain Company, Wycheproof

Alex Brander

Matilda Bish

Year 11 &12
Will Allan – Boyle Builders, Charlton
Spencer Nicholls – Coatsworth Motorcycle Specialists,
Strathfieldsaye
Bronte O’Hea – Bakery on Broadway, Wycheproof
Gemma Kendray - Gladwin– Rouseabout with Cobie Durie
Marley Hetherington – Royal Mail Hotel and IGA – Wycheproof
Sienna Austin - The Body Shop, Melbourne Central
Alex Brander - AMT Electronics, Melbourne
Louisa Coles - Pitter Patter Paws, Flemington
Hunter Connolly - South Yarra Primary School, South Yarra
Charlie Fawcett - Reeds Consulting, Melbourne
Xavier McKersie - Get My Tax Sorted, Brunswick
Kate Thompson – Dymocks, Melbourne
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SQUIZYA
All The Little Tricky Things
By Karys McEwen

It’s the start of the summer
holidays and twelve year old
Bertie is worried. Next year
she is going to high school in
the city, while all her friends
stay behind in the small town
she’s lived in all her life.
Before the holidays are
over, Bertie needs to do
some growing up, face her
fears and deal with a lot of
changes.
A perfect read for anyone in
upper primary.

The Way of Dog
By Zana Fraillon

A little pup in a cage in a barn is
at the very beginning of his life.
Separated from his mother, he
longs for happiness and a family.
That dream is this adventure.
Scruffity encounters many people
and other animals – some friendly,
some sly, some kind and some
not. He’s learning what it is to
be a little dog alive in a world of
danger and beauty.
A heartbreaking yet equally heartwarming story written in verse
recommended for ages 8-12.

Yr 5		
Yr 6		
Yr 7		
Yr 8		
Yr 9		
Yr 10

Ludah Harrison
Morgan Beattie
Adele McNaughton
Jessie Fawcett
Mason Sheahan
Demi Matheson

Is your child struggling at school but
financially unable to access external
tutoring?

WE'RE HERE TO HELP.
WHAT WE DO
Connect students who struggle
with school but are not able to
afford tutoring otherwise to our
dedicated volunteer tutors for
free.
Our tutors can assist
Kindergarten to Year 9 students
with English, Mathematics and
Science, in addition to reading
help for K-2 students.

OUR MISSION
eTutors Project connects students who are having learning
difficulties with access to free weekly tutoring lessons to help
them succeed, regardless of their financial capability.

To learn more about us or to
enrol as a student, please visit
www.etutorsproject.org

UPDATE
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Celebrating 100 days of school
On Thursday the 21st of July it was the hundreth day of school. To celebrate we dressed up as old people, we
built with one hundred cups and one hundred blocks. We played lots of games, counting to one hundred. It
was so, so much fun!
- Prep/1 class

Neive & Ashton

Henry & Cooper

Mrs Coatsworth, Archie (via remote
learning), Ashton, Neive, Esse & Edie.

Wycheproof P-12 College

Interhouse
Athletics
Carnival
9:30am
Tuesday, August 16
Saffin Oval
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Royal Flying Doctors Service visit

Kayley McLeod & Neive Cotton

Harry Humphreys & Jenna Hogan

Morgan Beattie

Mason & Jewels Barton

Crazy hair
day at NCTTC
Riley Beattie & Kyle Belskis

Gemma Kendray & Talia Hobson get into the spirit of the
NCTTC’s crazy hair day, held at the end of Term 2.
Esse & Edie
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Students dissect
hearts in science

Dakota Connolly & Lana Fawcett

Mark Austin & Landon O’Hea

Ruby Ison & Jessie Fawcett

Grace McKersie &
Libby Thompson

Brayden

One of the areas of study that junior students explore in more
detail is the human body and the complex bodily systems that
keep us alive.
While most students have considerable knowledge about each
of the main body systems (respiratory, circulatory, endocrine,
etc) and the names of various body parts, many students have
not actually dissected an organ to learn about how the organ
functions.
Not all students love dissections, however, if you are going to
work in the health field and be a nurse, doctor, or allied health
practitioner, being able to conduct dissections is a necessary
accomplishment.
It can be a challenge for a young person to undertake a
dissection (particularly if they are vegetarian) and have strong
beliefs about protecting animals and as such, no student is
forced to ever participate. However, this year all students
chose to undertake the sheep heart’s dissection (including
our two vegetarians), and through participating, students were
able to witness how the heart is an incredible muscular organ.
- Ms McKersie

Jack Cowell & Rhys Redmond

Dane Bartram & Hayley Yasa

Year 7/8 paper plane experiment takes flight
Year 7 & 8 students are this term
focusing on data collection and units of
measurement. To start off the term we
conducted a paper plane experiment,
looking for a paper plane that could
both fly straight and for a long amount
of time/distance.
Students flew planes 8 consecutive
times in the complex before making
any modifications to their planes, which
they then flew an additional 8 times.
All the data was graphed, which
students wrote about in their books.
Well done to all of the students who
participated, it was great fun!
- Miss Fawcett
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Leeah Crawford

Finbar Polzin

Charlotte Greco

Enda Redmond

Daniel Greco

Chevy Bartlett

YEAR
2/3/4
ART

Mason Barton

‘Soft toy sewing project’

Jewels Barton

Ebony Barker

Morgan Beattie

Jenna Hogan

Priya Coatsworth

Indi Stringer

YEAR 5/6 ART
‘Mark making with pastels’
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Getting through
winter coughs
colds and COVID

It seems that each newsletter
the news around winter
viruses such as colds and the flu and the ever present
risk of catching COVID leads the conversation and there
is a renewed emphasis on how important it is to look
after your health and wellbeing.
The case numbers and hospitalisations from COVID
infections remain too high and there is now more
information about the long-term effects that include
debilitating fatigue and persistent cough. This is not
unusual as other viral infection can have similar longterm effects that can disrupt a person’s capacity to
learn, play sport or work.
The things to look out for are a sore throat, headache,
aches and pains, diarrhoea, a skin rash, red or irritated
eyes, it may be COVID, or the Flu, or any number of
viruses, illnesses or infections that are in the
community. The most common symptoms of COVID
are: fever, cough, tiredness and loss of taste or smell.
Prevention and keeping safe during these colder
months is what we need to aim for and to do this it is
recommended to continue to wear a mask inside a
building or bus, wash hands or use sanitiser, practice
cough and sneeze etiquette, stay home if unwell and
ensure vaccinations are up to date. We need to
continue to monitor symptoms by doing a Rapid
Antigen Test (RAT) and report your result if positive.
Each student has received a box of RATs this week and
if families are needing more they can be supplied.
Reporting a positive RAT result remains the same and
should be done through the Department of Health
online system, see the webpage Rapid antigen tests,
Coronavirus Victoria at
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/report-yourrapid-antigen-test-result or phone the Coronavirus
Hotline 1800 675 398. It is important to contact the
hotline because you will receive advice on what to do
and you will be linked in to supports from the local
health service.

As always a diet of fresh fruit and vegetables, a good
sleep routine, exercise or active lifestyle and
handwashing are recommended to keep healthy.
Stay safe, be aware and keep up precautions to stop the
spread of illness at school.

Meals on Wheels

Thank you to all our Meals on Wheels student
volunteers and volunteer drivers. Due to timetable
changes we have new volunteers from Year 9
Advance Class this term. Volunteering for Meals on
Wheels is a great way for students to connect with
the wider community and it is an important part of
the Wycheproof P-12 College Wellbeing program.
headspace
Celeste Costa our headspace worker will visit
Wycheproof P-12 College during Term 3. We are
waiting on a date to be confirmed. If students would
like to speak with Celeste please complete a referral
https://headspace.org.au/headspace-centres/swanhill/ or talk to Jacinta or Chantel.
Online Wellbeing classrooms
The online Wellbeing classrooms, via Google
classroom, continue to have some of the latest
health and wellbeing information posted. There is an
online classroom for primary school (Class code
kye5y7s) and for secondary school (Class code
y26jj3s). The secondary classroom has articles and
study tips for Year 12 students. Year 7 & 8 students
are invited to help to update the music and make
suggestions for content.
Garden
Students will see some changes in the Wellbeing
garden including more planter boxes full of
stawberries. Thank you to Zac for his help to remove
raised garden beds for some plumbing works. Work
in the garden this term includes weeding, looking
after spring veges that are growing well, composting
and maintaining the worm farm.

FOCUS ON ORAL HEALTH

•
Tooth decay is caused by bacteria in the mouth using sugar
from foods and drinks to produce acids that dissolve and damage the
teeth.

Support services & helplines:
Parentline 132289
headspace call back
1800 650 890
•
Regular loss of enamel can lead to cavities and exposure of the
eheadspace 				
inner
layers
of the tooth that may become sensitive and painful.
www.headspace.org.au
Autism Connect helpline 		
•
Each acid attack lasts for around 20 minutes. To stop this drink
1300 308 699 or webchat 		
water instead of, or after sugary drinks.
www.amaze.org.au
Kids Helpline 1800 551 800
FOR MORE INFORMATION SEE WWW.RETHINKSUGARYDRINK.ORG.AU
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Esse Coles

Prep / Yr1
For demonstrating resilience & learning
to write with her left hand.

Kayley McLeod

Yr 2/3/4
Conquering her fear & sharing with others

Jenna Hogan

Yr 5/6
For a fantastic improvement in her spelling

Congratulations to Year 6
students Kelly Hogan,
Priya Coatsworth &
Logan Pollington for
participating in Deb Abela’s
writing workshop as part of
PETAA’s 2022 Young Writers
Program, Victoria.

Congratulations to Year 7
students Lana Fawcett,
Grace McKersie & Kiarah
Browne for their participation
in the Secondary English
Victorian High-Ability
Program in Term 2, 2022.
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A Trip to Sale
As I drove into Sale.
I saw a man with a short, stubby tail.
I said to him, “You look like a bear.”
And he said, “It’s just hair.”
I told him he was a weird male.
So, I drove out of Sale.
By Kiarah Browne

From Year 7 English
Silly Sister Stanza
I’ve got a little sister,
Who cherishes her hair.
So, I took the garden scissors,
And made her very bare.
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My Grumpy Uncle

Jacob Harrison

ota Co

nnolly

I have a grumpy uncle,
As lazy as can be.
Always drinking coffee,
And spilling it down his knee.

By Grace McKersie

Eliza MacDonald

By Dak

By Darcy Coles

Sharna Bartram

Hayley Matheson

Ice bucket challenge
Five brave students put their hands up to be doused with
ice cold water at the end of Term 2 to help raise money
and awareness for Motor Neurone Disease.
The Ice Bucket Challenge, organised by the SRC, was
held during MND Awareness Week in June.
MND is the name given to a group of diseases that cause
the motor neurons in the spine and brain to lose function
over time.
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Spencer Nicholls

PLAYFUL POTAROOS PLAYGROUP WYCHEPROOF

- For children ages 0-5 years. Fridays 10.30am - 12pm at the Wycheproof Early Years Centre, corner of High & Mount Streets.
Playgroups provide an opportunity to play, learn & get ready for kinder. They are also a great place to make friends. Playgroup is
free to attend - contact facilitator Sukhjit on 0436 374 115 for more information.

Future Ready
Youth 17–19 Sept 2022
ADAPT youth climate network retreat
Are you between 15–25 years of age living
in the Loddon Mallee?
Do you want to create a climate ready future?
Join us at the DOXA Youth Camp in Malmsbury.
Connect

Inspire

Create

Free event! All accommodation,
food and transport to the venue
is provided. Find out more here

Grab a template from the school office
& get to work on your dream pool!
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