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Newsletter No. 8 - August 25, 2022
Term 3 and student attendance
The weeks are flying past as usual. We are hoping for some
sunny weather soon to banish those winter illnesses that are
still lingering. We are in difficult times as it is tricky trying to
navigate being at school as often as we can (students who
have high absence rates struggle in a plethora of ways) with
winter colds and of course the dreaded ongoing saga of
COVID. No one wants to infect someone else these days, so
bring on the sunshine.
A lack of sun did not halt our amazing athletics sports day last
week, which is always a calendar highlight. It was great to see
members of our school community there to cheer students
on. It was a great day to be outside, despite the clouds and
occasional patches of rain. This is the time of the year when
the paddocks start to turn golden with canola and it is a great
opportunity to reflect how lucky we are to be living in a rural
location.
It won’t be long until we sadly say goodbye to another cohort
of Year 12 students. They are all growing up so quickly. It is a
great privilege to see our children pass through the different
stages of schooling until they become adults, that we secretly
hope, will one day move back to our community.

Christine McKersie

2022 DIARY DATES
AUGUST

Wed 24
Fri
26
Mon 29
Fri
Mon
Wed
Wed
Wed
Fri
Fri
Mon
Tues
Wed
Fri
Mon

- Principal

NCD Athletics - Charlton
Wear it Purple Day
VCAL dress up day & cupcakes

SEPTEMBER
2
5
7
7
14
16
16

Primary Athletics- Charlton
VCAL RSA/Food Handlers
VCE - GAT
Headspace visit
Solos & Supper Concert
End of Term 3 - 2.30pm finish
Parent Opinion Survey closes

OCTOBER
3
4-7
12
14
24

Term 4 starts
Year 5/6 Urban Camp
Year 12 - last general assembly

School Fete & Battle of the Bands

MSA Active Breakfast

Congratulations to

BROADWAY

winners of the
2022 Inter-House
Athletics Carnival!

Report & photos inside
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2022 Inter-House Athletics Carnival

Our annual Inter-House Athletics Carnival held out on the green
Saffin Oval started off cold and blustery but ended up being a
nice Winter’s day.
Broadway (5723pts) snatched victory away from Calder (5716
pts) which was an incredibly close affair considering the points
system was changed this year to reward the winner in each
event with more points.
The perfect individual score is now 300 which was nearly
accomplished by our school captain Ella Sheahan finishing her
school house athletics career on a high.
A number of records were broken and the team for NCD should
be looking forward to capitalising on some good form leading
into this event.
Calder is nipping at Broadway’s heels and it won’t be long before
they engrave their name back on the silverware.
All the best to those secondary pupils who will be representing
our College at the NCD event in Charlton.
- Mr Duffy, Sports Coordinator
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Jessie Fawcett

Darcy Coles

Angus Cowell

Rhett Hogan

Logan Pollington

Priya Coatsworth

Ella Sheahan

James Ison & Kate Thompson,
standing in for the Broadway House
Captains, with the winner’s shield.
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Important reminders for parents
Student supervision
Wycheproof P12 College’s grounds are
supervised by school staff from 8.35am until
3.20pm. Outside of these hours, school staff will
not be available to supervise students unless
special arrangements have been made with
school staff.

Student absences
The school needs to be notified of a student absence by
10am. A phone call to the school office, note in the student
diary or XUNO absence notification noting the reason for their
absence, are all acceptable notifications. This is to satisfy
the legal requirements of the Department of Education and
Training.

F R I D A Y 1 4 T H O F O C T O B E R 2 0 2 23

Wycheproof
Fete
Free Entry!
Gold coins for stalls and games to play
Food and Drinks
Lollies and Ice cream
Arts and Crafts
Activities and Gifts
For more information contact the Wycheproof P-12
College on 5493 7409 ask for Suzanna Fawcett
All funds will go towards end of year Werribee Zoo Trip

1PM-4PM
SCHOOL FETE

4PM-6PM
BATTLE OF THE
BANDS

HELD AT THE WYCHEPROOF P-12 COLLEGE GROUNDS

Junior Food Service Assistant
positions available @ Wycheproof Campus
 Assisting in the kitchen with cleaning and some food
preparation.
 $18.04 per hour base rate
 3 hour shifts after school (finish by 6.30pm), includes some
weekends & some public holidays.
 Note that due to Child Employment Laws, EWHS can only employ
staff aged 15 years and over.
 Successful applicants must have a willingness to have an annual
influenza immunisation & full immunisation against COVID-19.



For more information
contact Scott Wilson,
Support Services Manager
5477 2168 or

To apply: Email an application
letter explaining why you would
like to apply for this job to

Future Ready
Youth 17–19 Sept 2022
ADAPT youth climate network retreat
Are you between 15–25 years of age living
in the Loddon Mallee?
Do you want to create a climate ready future?
Join us at the DOXA Youth Camp in Malmsbury.
Connect

Inspire

Create

applications@ewhs.org.au

scott.wilson@ewhs.org.au
Applications close: 5.00pm Sunday 21 August 2022
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Free event! All accommodation,
food and transport to the venue
is provided. Find out more here
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Leeah

Mason & Jewels

Finbar

Fun & adventure at Billabong Ranch
Rain, hail or shine the Year 2/3/4 students were going to have
the most amazing time on camp.
The continuous rain the whole way to Echuca didn’t dampen
the students’ spirits and everyone was excited to be able
to attend the camp. For some it was their first camp due to
covid.
Students were challenged with bouldering and the low ropes
course which really tested their body strength, they flipped
and jumped higher than before on the bungy trampolines and
tested their finesse in archery and on the mini golf course.
The class had a wonderful time visiting Billabong Ranch, with
some very eager to return for holiday programs in order to
seek more adventure.
- Mrs Botheras, Year 2/3/4
Kayley

“We went camping at
Billabong Ranch. We did
activities there. My favourite
activity was bungy trampolines.
I did 8 backflips in a row.” –
Ryder

When I got to
Billabong Ranch I was so
excited. It was raining but we did
all the inside activities instead. We did
archery and it was so fun. Mrs Botheras
called me Merida (from the movie
Brave). I was the only one who shot
all 10 arrows on the page.” –
Jewels

Ryder

Jewels

Enda
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Amara Cowell, Isabelle Mulquiny, Paige Arnel, Sharna Bartram, Heath Senior, Tom Cotton and Spencer Sheahan.

Traffic safety education for Year 10s

Spending three days at the Charlton Driver’s Ed was
a lot of fun for us Year 10s. It was very different for us
students to experience but also a tonne of fun. We spent
time both in the classroom watching videos regarding all
sorts of different aspects of driving and road safety.
For the students that don’t have their learners yet, it
was great for us to get a taste what it is like on the road
before we eventually go on the road. For the students

that do have their learners, it was great to learn more
tips and trick to put into play when we are on the road
next. All of us definitely learnt something about driving,
rules and safety, which is very important for our future in
driving.
I highly recommend future students go to Driver’s Ed,
even if they already have their learners. We learnt a lot.
- Spencer Sheahan, Year 10

UPDATE

Math Pathways & Squizya Results

TERM 3, WEEK 4 - 6
Class Growth
Yr Level

HO
Highest growth this fortnight
Student

Growth

Highest individual average

Squ

Student

Yr L

Average

Current

Growth

5

151%

107%

Harry Humphreys

267%

Ever Harrison

174%

5

6

185%

187%

Logan Pollington

333%

Logan Pollington

259%

6

7

95%

103%

Dane Bartram

267%

Dane Bartram

157%

7

8

107%

150%

Landon O'Hea

300%

Mark Austin

155%

8

9

89%

133%

Jacob Harrison

267%

Jacob Harrison

170%

9

10

102%

60%

Matilda Bish

167%

Matilda Bish

148%

1

Parents
students
are reminded
thatcan
Maths
Pathways
can be
from
any location.
percentage
score
is a =reflection
of how
much
Parents and
and students
are reminded
that Maths Pathways
be accessed
from any location.
Theaccessed
percentage score
is a reflection
of how muchThe
growth
a student is achieving.
Eg.117%
student is learning
at the rate
of 1.17 yea
growth a student is achieving. Eg.117% = student is learning at the rate of 1.17 years.

Wycheproof P-12 College ~ “Be

Your Best”

Year 5/6
Re: Camp notice (due back Sep 2)
Re: Puberty & Personal Development
From: Miss Smith
~o0o~
Primary students
Re: Calder athletics
From: Mrs Botheras
~o0o~
2023 VCE students
Re: VCE subject notice (due back Aug 29)

Join us

Wycheproof SES Unit is recruiting now for a range
of exciting volunteer roles including flood and
storm response, road crash rescue and more.
What you’ll love about VICSES:

 Helping your community
 Making new friends
 Learning new skills
 Experiencing new challenges
 Developing your career
 Personal fulfilment
Find out more at ses.vic.gov.au/volunteer or scan the QR code below
.
For more info, SES Community Resilience Coordinator Jamie Macri
Mobile 0438 929 942 Email jamie.macri@ses.vic.gov.au

Making a difference in your community starts here

When Only One
Meg Gatland-Veness

“There’s someone in
the school. They’re
holding something in
their hands. Something
terrifying.”
Sam is a seventeen
year old country kid and
a keen Ironman. His life
is good, but this is not
the case for everybody
in his small rural town.
Emily’s mum struggles
with mental health and her dad is an alcoholic
who doesn’t want her. Milo has been left to look
after his one year old sister after his Mum’s
suicide and his Dad is constantly disappearing.
Then Sam falls for the new girl Rei, who brings
a breath of fresh air into the school.
This is a thrilling read, with a close look at
tough times in rural Australian towns. With
themes of gun violence, family values, love,
friendship, drought and grief, it is a terrific novel
for readers 14+

Bound for Home
Meika Hashimoto

Max: An unwanted
shelter dog who just
wants his freedom
Emi: A lonely foster girl
who secretly wants a
place to call home

SQUIZYA
Yr 5		
Yr 6		
Yr 7		
Yr 8		
Yr 9		
Yr 10

Ever Harrison
Morgan Beattie
Lana Fawcett
Ruby Ison
Mason Sheahan
Mia Heritage

And Red: A cat who’s
never needed anyone
or anything beyond her
own sharp wits.
Can the three survive a journey deep into the
woods?
A tale of survival and adventure with great
imagery and descriptive language which
readers aged 8-12 will love.
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Tyler Harrison

Prep / Yr1
Excellent progress in reading

Logan Pollington

Yr 5/6
For using great vocabulary in his writing

Finbar Polzin

Yr 2/3/4
For being kind, helpful & giving
everything a go

Zeke Harrison

Yr 5/6
Giving things a red hot go

Jewels Barton

Yr 2/3/4
For having a positive attitude

Edie Pellegrino

Prep / Yr1
Consistently putting in outstanding effort

2022 Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey
WE WANT OUR PARENTS/CAREGIVERS/GUARDIANS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents/caregivers/guardians think of our school. The Parent/
Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is
designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school climate, student behaviour, and
student engagement. We encourage all families to participate in this survey. Our school will use the survey results to help
inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.
While previously a random sample of approximately 30 per cent of parents/caregivers/guardians have been selected to
participate, this year, all families are invited to participate in the survey.
The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 15th August to Friday 16th September. An
invitation to complete the survey will be emailed to all families.
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time
within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online survey will be available in
a range of languages other than English. These include: Arabic, Vietnamese, Simplified Chinese, Chin (Hakha), Hindi,
Japanese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek.
Please speak to your child’s teacher if you would like more information.
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It’s back! ‘Solos and Supper’ Concert
When: Wednesday, September 14 - 6.30pm
Where: Music Room
This is our annual concert (back after covid
lockdowns!) for all students learning keyboard,
concert band instruments and guitar.
All students will have the opportunity to play
solo or small group items, and the Junior and
Senior Concert Bands will also perform.
Performance opportunities are an important
part of our instrumental music program as
they enable students to show family and
friends what they have accomplished, and
be inspired by hearing the performances of
other students. All students are encouraged to
participate.
Could students who are performing please
wear school uniform.
- Jan Elder, Music Coordinator

Blast from the past! The last Solos and Supper Event was held three years ago in 2019, prior to covid. Pictured left to right performing at the last concert:
William Ison and Lilly Pritchard, Grace McKersie, Morgan Beattie and Tessa Sheahan and Lana Fawcett.
Is your child struggling at school but
financially unable to access external
tutoring?

WE'RE HERE TO HELP.
WHAT WE DO
Connect students who struggle
with school but are not able to
afford tutoring otherwise to our
dedicated volunteer tutors for
free.
Our tutors can assist
Kindergarten to Year 9 students
with English, Mathematics and
Science, in addition to reading
help for K-2 students.

OUR MISSION
eTutors Project connects students who are having learning
difficulties with access to free weekly tutoring lessons to help
them succeed, regardless of their financial capability.

To learn more about us or to
enrol as a student, please visit
www.etutorsproject.org

Partners in Parenting: Education (PiP-Ed)
PiP-Ed is a new, updated version of the award
winning, evidence-based parenting program
‘Partners in Parenting’. The program is designed to
support parents of teenagers struggling with school
attendance (often called ‘school refusal’) in the
context of anxiety and/or depression, by equipping
parents with strategies to improve their parenting
confidence and support their teen’s mental health
and education. The program is completed entirely
online, with online modules and regular coaching
sessions completed via videoconferencing.
Limited places are available - now taking
expressions of interest.
PiP-Ed program and research trial:
https://pip-ed.web.app/
If you click on “Intro video” at the top, there’s also a
short (6min) video you might find helpful. This video
is aimed at parents who are eligible for the trial, and
it gives a good overview of the program.
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Emperor’s New Clothes performance
By Kelly Hogan, Year 6

On Thursday 18th August,
a troupe of performers from
New Zealand come to our
school. The Preps to Year
eights got ready to watch. At
the start they made a lot of
funny comments and asked
all the kids if they’ve been on
a runway before. They told us
the name of the play was ‘The
Emperor’s New Clothes’.
At the start of the play, the
emperor fired his fashion
designer because the clothes
she was making were too
“boring”. After that happened
two girls, who were swindlers,
named Del and Quint, who
knew nothing about fashion,
pretended to be French so he
would hire them (because all
the good fashion designers
originate from France).
Del and Quint tricked the
Emperor into believing that
they were making an invisible
outfit and only intelligent
people could see it. The girls
had no clue how to design
clothes, they were just greedy
and wanted heaps of money.
Half way through when they

were “designing clothes” he gave the
girls a 100-thousand-dollar cheque
and when he tried the (invisible)
clothes on, all you could see was the
emperor’s underwear.
The story had a moral for people to
learn. The moral was don’t spend
all your money on clothes, or other
useless things. There are more

important things in life.
The play was really great because
not only the Preps to Year sixes
enjoyed it, the Year eights and
teachers thought it was funny too. It
was a great modern take on the fable
‘The Emperor’s New Clothes’ and
had the children enjoying the story in
a way they could understand.

An update from Snowy River Campus
The camp has been so much fun already. I have so
many new friends and there are so many fun activities
to do. So far, I have done everything that has been
thrown at me including speaking in front of a whole
crowd which made my gut sink, but I got through it.
Today (Tuesday, August 23) we went caving in the wild
caves. We faced all sorts of challenges having to climb
through small places and then having to climb up rocks
underground. One of the most interesting parts of the
cave was called the letter box which was a thin gap
between two rocks which you had to slide belly down
on. We did get out of the caves without anyone being
injured and two people who hate small places and have
claustrophobia faced their fear head on and did it.
We also went to a show cave called fairy caves which
was a very pretty cave. We learnt a lot about stalactites
and stalagmites. The caves were so nice in general
both of them and they were so calming and gave me a
sense of relief when we went climbing and then walking
in them.

The things we are learning about tend to involve deep
discussion sometimes but it’s mature and everyone
is understanding, and they don’t judge you when you
speak.
We have also learnt about kitchen safety, and we will be
given a certificate to help us to get jobs in the future.
			
- Eliza MacDonald
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Eliza is attending the
2022 School for Student
Leadership - Snowy River
Campus - along with fellow
Year 10 students Whitney
Jones, William Ison, Minnie
Cotton and Keely Allan.
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What is parenting?
Parents are a group that other
people seem to hand advice to
very freely. Some of that advice
may have no relevance today.
Parenting guru Dr Justin
Coulson asks whether you have ever been told that:
• Good parenting means self-sacrifice.
• Kids come before your partner.
• Parents can't be friends with their kids.
• You can judge a person's parenting by how their
child "turns out".
• Kids should fit into your pre-child lifestyle.
• You will love and connect with your baby
instantly.
• Teenagers are stupid.
• It's your job to make your kids happy.
Believing the myth that it's your job to make your kids
happy can lead to all kinds of dangers, such as:
▪ An increased likelihood of making short-sighted
decisions.
▪ Overwhelm from the impossible task of satisfying
your child's craving for happiness.
▪ Exhaustion from the heaviness of that burden.
▪ Setting your child up to fail.
▪ Your child not learning that happiness can only
come about intrinsically (from inner feelings).
So what are parents responsible for?
o Teaching your child to find their own happiness.
o Teaching them how to understand their
emotions.
o Teaching them how to have positive
relationships.
o Teaching them how to do hard things.
o Teaching them to be responsible for their own
emotions.
There are many resources for parents in the health
office including information and links to online
resources and free local webinars. For example,
headspace Swan Hill offers the Tuning into Teens
workshop that can help parents understand and enjoy
their child’s teenage years. If interested call in or
phone the office on 54937409.
The problem with E-cigarettes
Last term the Wycheproof P-12 School Council
endorsed its Non-Smoking policy which includes ecigarettes (vaping). There is a lot of concerning
evidence-based in formation that now clearly shows
the dangers of using e-cigarette particularly among
children and teenagers. For information this link from
the
Royal
Children’s
Hospital
Melbourne

https://www.rch.org.au/kidsinfo/fact_sheets/Ecigarettes_and_teens/
Coughs, colds and COVID
The number of COVID and flu infections in our
community doesn’t seem to be lessening.
Prevention and keeping safe is what we need to aim
for and to do this it is recommended to continue to
wear a mask inside a building or bus, wash hands or
use sanitiser, practice cough and sneeze etiquette,
stay home if unwell and ensure vaccinations are up to
date. We need to continue to monitor symptoms by
doing a Rapid Antigen Test (RAT) and report your
result if positive.
Each student has received a box of RATs this week, the
second delivery for the term. If families are needing
more they can be supplied.
Reporting a positive RAT result remains the same
process and should be done through the Department
of Health online system, see the webpage Rapid
antigen
tests,
Coronavirus
Victoria
at
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/report-yourrapid-antigen-test-result or phone the Coronavirus
Hotline 1800 675 398. It is important to contact the
hotline because you will receive advice on what to do
and you will be linked into supports from the local
health service.
As always, a diet of fresh fruit and vegetables, a good
sleep routine, exercise or active lifestyle and
handwahsing are recommended to keep healthy.
Stay safe, be aware and keep up precautions to stop
the spread of illness at school.
headspace
Celeste Costa our headspace worker will visit
Wycheproof P-12 College on Wednesday 7
September. This will be a good chance to do some
RUOK Day activities and to have a mental health
fitness conversation with students. If students would
like to speak with Celeste please complete a referral
on
line
at
the
website
https://headspace.org.au/headspace-centres/swanhill/ or talk to Jacinta or Chantel.

Support services & helplines
✓ Parentline 132289
✓ headspace call back 1800 650 890
✓ eheadspace www.headspace.org.au
✓ Autism Connect helpline 1300 308 699 or
webchat www.amaze.org.au
✓ Kids Helpline 1800 551 800
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YOUTHFEST

Year 5 - Year 12 students are invited to an evening of Laser Tag, music and food workshops at Birchip P-12 Stadium on Saturday,
September 17. Cost is $10, which includes all activities and hot finger food. BYO water bottle. Register by emailing Lachlan Giles lachlan@malleesportsassembly.org.au or calling 0477 960 219.

PLAYFUL POTAROOS PLAYGROUP WYCHEPROOF

For children ages 0-5 years. Fridays 10.30am - 12pm at the Wycheproof Early Years Centre, corner of High & Mount Streets.
Playgroup is free to attend - contact facilitator Sukhjit on 0436 374 115 for more information.

EXPAND YOUR IMPACT

‘Expand Your Impact’ shines a light on Buloke’s grassroots achievements and challenges, providing inspiration and support for
individuals and groups wanting to make a difference in their community. Come along to FREE online workshops to develop new skills
and discover practical solutions in a fun, friendly format. Everyone is welcome. Visit https://makeachange.org.au/expand-yourimpact-buloke/ for more information.

VOLUNTEER WORKSHOP

Learn more about attracting, retaining and re-engaging volunteers at a free webinar to be hosted by Mallee Sports Assembly at
6pm on August 29. Topics covered: the role of the committee, barriers to volunteering, understanding motivations, retaining & reengaging volunteers. RSVP to lachlan@malleesportsassembly.org.au or call (03) 5021 3464
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Everyone is most welcome to come along to the

ACTIVE BREAKFAST

(SUPPORTED BY MALLEE SPORTS ASSEMBLY, VICHEALTH,
WYCHEPROOF P-12 COLLEGE, EAST WIMMERA HEALTH SERVICE
VICTORIAN INSTITUTE OF SPORT)

Where:
When:
Time:
What:

Wycheproof P-12 College
(Main Stadium) McKenzie Crescent, Wycheproof
Monday 24th October 2022
9.10am-11.00am
An elite speaker (TBA) and Local Guest speakers
will speak on their involvement in sport & recreation
and what they have got out of it. Fun, healthy food
presentation using a “Smoothie Bike”
Enjoy a cuppa while listening to interesting people
who will share their own stories and learn of healthy
food options

Enquiries: Rhonda Allan-Mallee Sports Assembly-Wycheproof
Email:
rhonda@malleesportsassembly.org.au
Ph:
0427 780109
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